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ceased; not another spear was thrown, not another yell uttered
Native after native dropped away and noiselessly disappeared,
I stood alone with the wretched savage dying before me, and
my two men close to me behind the rocks, in the attitude of
deep attention, and as I looked round upon the dark rocks and
forests, now suddenly silent and lifeless, but for the sight of
the unhappy being who lay on the ground before me, I could
have thought the whole affair a horrid dream.1

The man was not dead, and was presently able to raise
himself on his elbow and look around him. At this sign of
life some of his companions appeared again, and, stealing back
with many fearful glances at the white men, they lifted up
the leader with the greatest tenderness and carried him off to
the woods. There was no further sign of them, and Grey was
not attacked again. His wounds prostrated him for some
time, and he had to be carried back to the schooner ; but after
his complete recovery he proceeded upon his journey across
Western Australia, and explored a great tract of country
hitherto unvisited by white men.

The first man who achieved the great exploit of crossing the
Australian continent from the south-east coast to the extreme
north was a German colonist named Ludwig Leichardt,
accompanied by a small party of Englishmen and black-
fellows. Setting out from Brisbane in the year 1844-1845,
they travelled steadily for fifteen months over 3,000 miles of
sandy deserts, high rocks, tangled scrub, and grassy plains,
arriving, after an eventful journey, at Port Essington when
they had long been given up for lost, and when detailed
rumours of their massacre had caused great grief throughout
Australia. One man had been lost, having been killed by a
spear in an aifray with savages, while two other men had been
seriously wounded by barbed arrows. : The usual sufferings .
had .also been experienced, owing to lack of \vater and the
tortures of the scorching sun, but Leichardt was not deterred
from further exploration, and three years later, in ' fatal '48,'
as that^ye?ar is called, lie set out on an expedition overland.